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Letters to the editor  

Your opinion is valued. Letters to the edi-
tor are welcomed. We do reserve the right 

to edit your remarks.  
 If you wish to respond to an article 

in the SonSpot or have an opinion about 
some facet of school, please give your  
article to the editor or Mrs. de Boom.  

SonSpot  

with your eyes open.  

111,111,111 x 

111,111,111 = 

12,345,678,987,654,321. 

 

Group 2  

Rice paper is not actu-

ally made with rice.  

If you killed 23,000 ele-

phants you would have ap-

proximately 250 tons of 

ivory.  

The earth experiences 

over 100,000 earthquakes 

yearly.  

 

Group 3  

At any one time, 0.7% of 

the world's population is 

Welcome to two truths 

and a lie, the game show 

where everyone can shout at 

the top of their lungs and 

pretend to have a decent rea-

son as to why one of them is 

false. Let the fun begin. 

There will be four groupings 

of three phrases, and if you 

havenõt guessed one shall be 

false and two shall be true. I 

HAZ FINGURZ NAO GIVZ 

MEH CHEEZBURGERZ  

 

Group 1  

The Irish drink more tea 

than another other nation in 

the world.  

It is impossible to sneeze 

drunk.   

Harrison Hitt is the fast-

est thing in the world.  

In the latter part of the 

18th century, Prussian sur-

geons treated stutterers by 

snipping off portions of their 

tongues.  

 

Group 4  

Reindeer canõt stand ba-

nanas. 

Orangutans warn people 

to stay out of their territory 

by belching.  

The worldõs longest game 

of monopoly lasted over 660 

hours.  

Answers on page 11. 

Two Truths and a Lie  
Seth Hambek  
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Verse of the Month:  

ñThe fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom 

and instruction...A wise man will hear and increase in learning..." Proverbs 

1:7 & 5a [courtesy of Bevin Clapper] 

lots of homework, itõs not be-

cause they want life for us to 

be miserable, itõs because 

they want us to learn and be 

successful in life.  

Teachers have a lot of 

work to get ready for school, 

but they arenõt the only ones. 

For students, itõs not just 

about getting school supplies. 

There is a whole mental side 

to preparing for school. Stu-

dents have to wind down af-

ter an exciting summer and 

relax so that theyõre not all 

wild at school and receive 

detention. For the younger 

ones in the preschool and kin-

dergarten range, they may 

have to prepare even more. 

Maybe they need to go to bed 

early so that by the time 

school comes, they are used to 

going to bed then. Possibly, 

others may need to practice 

getting up early so that when 

school rolls around, they have 

BEEP! BEEP! BEEP! It 

is that time of year again. 

Children and teenagers 

across the nation are headed 

back to the wonderful facili-

ties that we call school. After 

a few months of time in the 

beautiful weather of sum-

mer, all teachers and stu-

dents are back in class, ready 

for another great year of 

learning. Everyone, itõs time 

to go back to school. 

There is a lot of prepara-

tion involved in getting ready 

for the school year. For 

teachers, school is not just a 

job, it is a passion. òI donõt 

teach just because it is a job. 

I teach because I loved kids 

and I want them to have a 

better life than what I had,ó 

says Mrs. Manken, a second 

grade teacher at Monterey 

Elementary in Columbus, 

Ohio. When we think about 

it, when teachers give you 

Back To School  
Christian Zylstra   

Retiring Editor  2 

Homecoming  3 

New Faces 4 

Surprise Interview  10 

Inside this issue:  

no problem waking up in 

time for school. Every stu-

dent has their own way of 

preparing for a new school 

year.  

So whenever you are feel-

ing overwhelmed by home-

work or other school related 

things, just remember one 

very important verse, òI can 

do all things through Christ 

who strengthens me.ó Philip-

pians 4:13.  
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For the past 18 years, 

Mr. Fopma, the 20 year vet-

eran teacher has been the 

editor of the prestigious SFC 

newspaper, The SonSpot. 

Alas, after these great 18 

years, he has surrendered his 

post as SonSpot editor. Upon 

receiving this sad news, I 

decided to interview the avid 

Jolly Rancher giver.   

When asked why he re-

tired from the editor role he 

said that he was losing touch 

with high schoolers because 

he was teaching in middle 

school. He did say that he 

would occasionally submit 

poems or stories for print.  

When asked why he gave 

out so many Jolly Ranchers 

he said, òI like to motivate 

the student to answer ques-

tions correctly,ó he contin-

ued, òI used to give out Jaw-

breakers, but they would lose 

flavor quickly.ó 

Mr. Fopma is also an 

avid sports fan. Because of 

his fan hood of Minnesota 

sports teams, I asked him his 

opinion on the return of Brett 

Favre to the Vikings. He was 

excited for Favreõs excellent 

leadership and the way the 

purple makes him look. He 

added that because both he 

and Favre are old, he could 

relate with his feelings.  

Famous for his puns, 

jokes, and insight on the Eng-

lish world, Mr. Fopma will be 

missed at the SonSpot, but 

his spirit will stay alive in 

the hearts of high schoolers. 

Feel free to stop by his room 

for a Jolly Rancher any time.  

Retiring Editor Speaks Out  
Skyler Bonnema  

Friday Night Lights  

Sioux Falls Christian Chargers 

hosted their first Friday Night 

Lights September 11. Jack and 

Toddy Sturdevant were hon-

ored prior to the game as major 

donors for Friday Night Lights. 

Chargers took the field against 

Flandreau. Fans and pep band 

cheered on the team through-

out the game. The marching 

band color guard performed 

during half time.  
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Now finally being a senior 

myself, I know many of you 

may have questions for all of 

us AMAZING, AWESOME, 

CRAZY, and LOVABLE SEN-

IORS! Well, I thought I would 

help you out. I went out and 

drilled my awesome class-

mates with some deep ques-

tions. See if you can guess 

which senior is which.  

Haeley Dirksen (HD): 

òHowõs it being a senior?ó 

S1: òSweet, a lot of home-

work.ó 

S2: òAwesome!ó Mike 

Burns interrupts and says, 

òSawesome,ó bringing us back 

to sophomore year.óYes, 

Sawesome. It is a lot of fun. 

People need to obey me, we 

seniors run the school.ó 

S3: òAwesome!ó Andrea 

Brooks interrupts and says, 

òsenior lunch out ROCKS!ó  

S4: òIt is awesome. It is a 

lot of fun being at the top!ó 

HD: òWhatõs your favorite 

color?ó 

S1:ó Blue, no go green!!ó 

S2:óGreen.ó 

S3:ó Blue, for this 

week.ó 

S4:óOrange.ó 

HD: òMiley Cyrus or 

Taylor Swift?ó 

S1: òTaylor Swift.ó 

S2: òTaylor Swift.ó 

S3:  òI reject country, Go 

Kanye West!ó 

S4:  òTaylor Swift, just 

because she has a cool 

name!!ó 

HD: What are you going 

to do after high school?  

S1: òGo to college.ó 

HD: òPlease expand!ó 

S1: òTo Be a Doctor.ó 

S2: òCollege.ó 

HD: òPlease expandó 

S2: òCollege is much as I 

thought so far.ó 

S3: òMove to Vegas, but 

really, probably go to col-

lege. For what I donõt know! 

Probably something easy 

though, like teaching! 

(joking), but seriously, Ha 

Iõm joking!ó 

S4: Umé.Go to college 

and probably do something 

with kids.ó 

HD: òWhatõs your favor-

ite food?ó 

S1: òSteak.ó 

S2: òChicken Stripsó 

S3: òOk, let me think this 

over. Day old popcorn, ranch 

dressing.. just kidding. I like 

candy, Swedish fish.  

S4: òChicken fingers from 

Applebeeõs.ó 

Ok so now you have it! 

Now you know a little more 

about our seniors! Some are 

pretty crazy, but we are a 

pretty awesome class! So 

there ya go! Oh wait, I bet 

your wondering who is who! I 

guess I will tell you! S1 was 

Christian Skinner, S2 was 

Perry Knuth, S3 was 

Amanda Vander Stouwe and 

S4 was Taylor VanLaar! Now 

ya know, and if you want, you 

can find them in the hallway 

and drill them too!  
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Senior Interviews: Getting to Know Our Seniors  
Haeley Dirksen  

Two Truths and a Lie  
Revealed from page 12  

Group 1  

True  

False 

True  

 

 

Group 2  

True  

True  

False 

 

 

Group 3  

True  

Possible, yet to 

be confirmed  

True  

 

Group 4  

False 

True  

True  



herself was unsure. Eventu-

ally she said, òIõm not paying 

for it so I donõt care.ó 

òNext. What do you hope 

to get out of this year?ó Once 

again she didnõt seem to care 

and said, òNothing I guess.ó 

Now it was getting irri-

tating as she attempted to 

show interest. òLetõs just get 

through this,ó I assured her. 

òWho is the coolest teacher in 

the school?ó She laughed and 

responded, òI need a good 

grade from Mrs. Hoff, so Iõm 

going to say her!ó We shared 

a grin and pushed on.  

òAre you forced to attend 

SFC?ó I asked curiously. She 

acted pretty shy to this ques-

tion. Maybe I offended her. 

She managed to say no. 

òLast question, do you 

have plans for the future?ó I 

could see the stress in her 

eyes and she forced out a no. 

I smiled and assured her it 

would be fine. I said we were 

done and thanked her for her 

time. She did the same and I 

waved her out.  

Through it all it was a 

fun interview. I was pretty 

unsure about some of her 

answers and seriously 

thought about talking to her 

about it, but I let the thought 

slip.  

over the paper unable to pull 

their eyes away from the 

door which led to the outside 

world of freedom.  

Seconds became min-

utes. The paper was kicked 

and disregarded. I was dis-

appointed. Muttering under 

my breath I didnõt notice a  

high school girl as she picked 

up the piece of paper. When I 

looked up the paper was no 

longer on the floor. Who 

grabbed it? There it was in 

the hands of my victim, 

Sarah Soles. I ran over and 

stopped her. She was con-

fused. I sat her down and 

took a seat in front of her.  

After a few seconds of 

awkward staring I explained 

what was going on. She was 

excessively happy and I had 

to calm her down quite a bit. 

After the excitement wore off 

I started the interview.  

I stared into her eyes 

and announced the first 

question, òIf you could 

change one thing about SFC, 

what would it be?ó  Sarah 

with a very eager smile said, 

òI really want more time be-

tween classes, Iõm always 

tardy!ó I smiled and agreed. 

òWhat is your opinion on 

paying for a school like 

SFC?ó Sarah a little beside 

On a warm Sep-

tember after-

noon I hid in the 

shadows of the 

high school com-

puter lab await-

ing my victim. A lonely paper 

lay in the middle of the high 

school hallway covered in 

scribbled letters. To a ran-

dom passerby the paper 

looked normal along with all 

the other misplaced pencils, 

soda cans, and crushed wrap-

pers shoved in the corners, 

but to me it was much more.  

Silence filled the hallway. 

In the air I could taste the 

eeriness, the anxiety of hun-

dreds of kids awaiting the 

bell to release them from 

their binding prison, to 

unlock the chains holding 

them into these germ cov-

ered, gum splattered, and 

booger infested desks. 

I winced hard as I stared 

into the brightness of the 

hallway. The room I was in 

was silent. There was no 

sound, no light, just me 

crouched and ready for the 

first human to touch the pa-

per. I listened as the bell 

rang and high school stu-

dents flowed into the hallway 

like a hive of bees to a cup of 

honey. Several people walked 

Surprise Interview: Sarah Soles  

Alec Potts  
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Homecoming is different 

this year...it is in the fall! We 

are having a parade and ac-

tivities include building floats 

instead of decorating the hall-

ways. This will be a year of 

new traditions and a great 

new beginning for Homecom-

ing in the fall. I went around 

my yearbook class and asked 

if they are excited or not for 

Homecoming in the fall!  

Mikaela Theobald: òI 

donõt know, there has never 

been a football homecoming, 

but if it is anything like bas-

ketball homecoming, yeah, I 

am excited!ó 

Skyler Bonnema: òSure, 

because it is a great chance to 

show my schoolõs spirit!ó 

As for me, I am some-

what excited! Itõs a little 

weird that homecoming is in 

the fall, but I think it will be 

a lot of fun, and a great time 

to show my school spirit! 

Many fun days are planned 

out as well as many new 

things to be expected this 

year, and I am sure we will 

all have a lot of fun with the 

whole Homecoming experi-

ence!!  

NOW ITõS TIME TO 

GET READY FOR HOME-

COMING, AND TIME TO 

GET PUMPED FOR THIS 

HOMECOIMING IN FALL 

OF 2009! GO CHARGERS!   

HS Dress -up Days  

Show your school spirit and 

join the fun.  

 

MondayñPJ Day 

 

TuesdayñNerd Day  

 

WednesdayñHeritage Day 

(dress like your ancestors)  

 

ThursdayñSports Day 

(FreshmenñHockey, Sopho-

moresñBaseball, Juniorsñ

Basketball, Seniorsñ

Football)  

 

FridayñSpirit Day  

 

The student who is the best 

dressed in each class will 

win a Homecoming dance 

ticket.  
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Anticipation for Homecoming 2009!  
Haeley Dirksen  

Homecoming Activities  
 

Thursday, September 24  
 

9:30 pm Bonfire  
 

Friday, September 25  
 

2:30-3:30 pm Parade  

3:30-6:30 pm Fall Festival  

4:30-6:30 pm Tailgate Supper  

7:00 pm Friday Night Lights  

 Football Game vs. McCook Central  

Post Game ñHS Homecoming Dance  



Stouwe, a senior and associ-

ate at TJ Maxx, tells me: òWe 

have a lot of good clothes, but 

they can be hard to find 

sometimes.ó Mr. Ropsõ always 

fashionable wife buys a lot of 

his clothes there.  

If clothes arenõt your 

thing, or you would simply 

rather support the team by 

wearing Charger wear every 

day, donõt worry about it. 

Most of all, fashion is what-

ever you want it to be and 

many trends are started with 

this idea. Wear what you love 

and rock it!   

great on both guys and girls. 

Fun graphic tees are always 

a classic for teens as well as 

a personal favorite.  

For girls, long, artistic 

cardigans and sweaters are 

in and also super comfy. 

Donõt be afraid to spice 

things up with a pop of color 

in your everyday wear. Sen-

ior Chelsy Baier, who works 

at the Buckle, says that 

vests and boots are big this 

fall.  

A great place to shop in 

todayõs economic regress is 

TJ Maxx. Amanda Vander 

If you havenõt already 

gone back to school shopping, 

you may want to know some 

of the òdoõs and do notõsó of 

fall fashion 2009. Although 

looking good and having 

great clothes isnõt one of the 

beatitudes, a pleasing ap-

pearance is often the first 

thing people may notice 

about you.   

The biggest craze of late 

is the plaid -flannel look. Al-

though plaid and flannel 

never went out of style in 

South Dakota, it is also now 

big everywhere else and looks 

Flannel is Back  
Andrea Brooks  
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I know that you are 

probably curious about the 

new kids at this school, so 

this month I interviewed 

some of the new peoples. The 

two victims, I mean kids, are 

the two new seniors, Tyler 

Scovell (TS) and Elizabeth 

Slagter (ES). They attempt to 

answer the controversial 

questions of the universe.  

 

Q: What school did you go to 

before SFC? 

TS: Spearfish  

ES: Milliard West in Omaha  

Q: Who is better Backstreet 

Boys or NõSync? 

TS: I hate both  

ES: Uh, Backstreet Boys?  

Q: Would you rather live in 

Alaska or Arizona?  

TS: Alaska  

ES: Arizona  

Q: What is your favorite TV 

show?  

TS: The Andy Griffith show, 

probably.  

ES: One Tree Hill  

Q: Do you prefer facebook or 

twitter?  

TS: facebook 

ES: facebook 

Q: Would you rather fight off 

a slow shark or a rapid flock 

of birds? 

TS: shark  

ES: I hate birds so, the slow 

shark.  

Q: Whatõs cooler Dinosaurs 

or Aliens?  

TS: Aliens  

ES: Dinosaurs, definitely  

Putting a Name to a Couple of  New Faces  
Amanda Vander Stouwe  

Elizabeth Slagter   Tyler Scovell  
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In 2008, the 33 rd  overall 

pick of the 1991 NFL draft 

pick of the Atlanta Falcons, 

Brett Favre, retired from the 

NFL. He retired as the 16 -

year quarterback for the 

Green Bay Packers. March 

4, 2008, he 

hung up the 

cleats and held 

the career re-

cords for most 

consecutive 

starts, victories 

by a starting 

QB, passing 

touchdowns, 

passing yards, 

pass comple-

tions, pass attempts, and 

interceptions thrown. He 

also boasted three NFL 

MVPõs.  

Although Favre said he 

could play another year, and 

wanted a Super Bowl, he felt 

that he was not up to the 

challenge. Through many 

tears, Brett Favre, sadly 

was done. That all changed 

however, when on July 2, 

2008, Favre contacted the 

Packers about a possible 

comeback, but nine days 

later he sent a letter that 

asked for his release. The 

Packers would not release 

him and decided to let him 

be traded. On August 7, 

2008 Brett Favre was traded 

to the New York Jets.  

After a season narrowly 

missing a play -off berth with 

the Jets, Favre, again, tear-

fully retired from the NFL. 

He felt that he was not physi-

cally able to compete any-

more. But, on 

July 15, 2009, 

the indecisive 

superstar once 

again an-

nounced he 

wanted to come 

back with the 

Minnesota Vi-

kings. How-

ever, on Au-

gust 28 th , he 

decided not to return with 

the Vikings.  

A normal Tuesday morn-

ing, the day before school 

started, all over ESPN, were 

stories of Favre on the plane, 

Favre arrives in Minneapolis, 

etc. In the end, Brett Favre 

signed a two year contract 

with the Minnesota Vikings 

for a total of 25 million dol-

lars.  

Brett Favre may be ex-

tremely indecisive, but I 

think we are all looking for-

ward to him playing for the 
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Favre 4 -Ever?  
Skyler Bonnema  

Charger Football Team (Left).  

Back row: Michael Burns, Christian 

Skinner, Matt VandeKamp, Taylor 

Baker, Griffin Sturdevant, Paul 

Elliot, Jackson Smidt, Grant 

DeHaai, Sam Renes. Row 3: Asst. 

Coach Dennis Wylie, Coach Scott 

Stahl, Eric Punt, Grant Youngsma, 

Ethan Blankespoor, Tyler DeJong, 

Taylor Thompson, Wim Chol, Bobby 

Peacock, Courtney Ecklund, Head 

Coach Bob Garry. Row2: Asst. 

Coach Mike Boen, Mitch Dorhout, 

Jordan Schelling, Mike Rozenboom, 

Nathan Whitsell, Jack Gadberry, 

Andrew DeVaney, Tyler Schuld, 

Asst. Coach Justin Garry. Front 

Row: Brooks Hitt, Micah Schaffer, 

Max DeHaan, Josh Schuety, Bran-

don Pfaff, Scott Mah, Brach Barber.  

This is our first year of 

varsity football. The varsity 

team has all but one of its 

players returning from last 

yearõs JV squad. The season is 

filled with most of the same 

teams the Chargers played 

the last two years. The only 

new team is Sioux Valley. The 

season has had some down-

falls. There has been some 

injuries, but the Chargers 

should be able to bounce back 

from the falls. òWe should 

have a good season this year,ó 

said Head Coach Garry. Help 

cheer on our football team. 

GO CHARGERS!!!  

Chargers First 

Varsity Season  
Tyler Schuld  
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ball in high school as the 

quarter back. His high school 

coach and English teacher 

inspired him to be a teacher 

and a coach. He wants to 

show his players what itõs 

like to play and be a strong 

man of character. His goal for 

the season is to, òmake sure 

all of the kids get a chance to 

play and have a good time 

doing it.ó  All of the players 

are pumped and excited to 

play and all we can do is sup-

port them and hope they 

have a fantastic season!  

energetic and eager to play.  

The team is divided 15 -16 on 

varsity and 15 -16 on JV. The 

coach explained that a lot of 

the varsity players canõt play 

back to back, but Brandon 

Pfaff and Josh Schuety are 

the two exceptions, playing 

both on varsity and JV. òThe 

varsity team impacts the JV 

team greatly,ó says Coach 

Garry. òBecause you have to 

hold out x -numbers of play-

ers whoõve played exten-

sively in the varsity and 

there are two different 

schedules the different play-

ers have to follow.ó 

Coach Garry played foot-

This year Sioux Falls 

Christian has had a new op-

portunity to have a junior 

varsity and a varsity football 

team. All of the JV players 

are very excited to play. 

Their first game was Septem-

ber 8th  at Elk Point Jefferson 

and Coach Bob Garry says, 

òall of the players are hungry 

to play.ó The new opportunity 

for the guys of the high 

school makes it so everyone 

gets a good chance to play. 

The JV squad is mostly 

dominated by 9 th  and 10 th  

graders with an occasional 

11th. Even though itõs a 

younger team theyõre very 

JV Football Players Eager to Play  
Emily Wheeler  
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For  the first movie re-

view of the school year, I took 

a trip to West Mall 7 to see 

(500) Days of Summer. 500 

features Indie -queen  Zooey 

Deschanel (Yes Man and The 

Happening) and Joseph Gor-

dan-Levitt (G.I. Joe and that 

kid from 3 rd  Rock from the 

Sun). Gordan -Levitt plays 

Tom a greeting card writer 

who believes that once he 

finds òthe one,ó his life will be 

complete. Deschanel is Sum-

mer, a girl whose parentsõ 

divorce when she was little 

makes her believe that love is 

a silly fairy tale.   

(500) Days of Summer is 

detailing their 500 day rela-

tionship. It is in non -

chronological order as it 

starts with about day 300 

when she tells him they 

should break up. It flashes 

back to day one when he 

meets her at work. From 

there on it flashes back and 

forth from the early days of 

their relationship to the post 

break up. But despite the 

jumping around the movie is 

not confusing.  

I highly suggest this 

movie, despite the seemingly 

chick -flick premise, itõs actu-

ally very deep. It is star-

tlingly realistic but still ran-

dom whimsical. Like when 

Tom thinks heõs found the 

love of his life the entire 

street breaks into choreo-

graphed dancing. Another 

time he looks in a mirror 

and sees Han Solo winking 

at him. The movie is hilari-

ous, and heart -breaking.  
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Movie Review: (500) Days of Summer  
Amanda Vander Stouwe  

 September Birthdays  

 

September 1 Dr. Phil  

September 4 Beyonce Knowles  

September 6 Kiley Velgersdyk                              

 Lindsey Bouma  

September 8 Pink                                                    

 Matthew Jorgenson                        

September 9 Micheal Keaton                               

 Adam Sandler                                  

 Tyler Scovell                                     

 Adrian VandeKamp                         

 Amanda Sturgeon                           

September 11 Harry Connick Jr.                            

September 12 Jennifer Hudson                             

 Yao Ming  

September 13 Esther Kelly                                      

 Milton Hersey  

 Naomi Reed                                     

 Avery Bajema                                  

September 15 Mitchell McElroy                            

 Tommy Lee Jones                          

September 16 Aaron Decker                                 

 Marc Anthony                               

 Nick Jonas                                      

September 18 Ethan Blankespoor                       

 Brittany Vollmer                          

 Lance Armstrong                         

September 19 Mr. Kooima                                  

September 21 Heather Weidendorf                 

September 25 Deanna Romero                        

 Will Smith                                   

 Mark Hamill                             

September 26 Linda Hamilton                        

September 29 Grant Simanton                       

 Mackenzie Crook                       

September 30 Lindsey Burgers                         

 Wimtearbay Chol       

Student Poll  
Ariahna Edwards   

I went around school and 

asked a bunch of people the 

same question: Would you 

rather go skydiving or bungee 

jump off of a cliff?  

Sixty -five people picked 

skydiving as their choice, 

thirty -five people picked 

bungee jumping. Look for 

next monthõs question.  


